St. Edward’s Church of England Academy
Westwood Road, Leek, ST13 8DN
Telephone: 01538 714740
Principal: Mr. T. Hutchinson
http://stedwards.academy

Dear parent/carer,
Re: pupil premium and free school meals
If your child is eligible for ‘free school meals’ and you register them for this, we’ll receive extra funding
called ‘pupil premium’. We use this extra money to improve the educational provision and resources at
the school.
What is pupil premium funding?
Pupil premium funding from the government is given to schools to help pupils reach their full potential, regardless
of their background or financial situation. It’s provided for pupils who:





Are registered for free school meals
Have been registered for free school meals at any point in the past 6 years
Are, or have been, in care
Have parents in the armed forces

Is my child eligible for free school meals?
The eligibility criteria for free school meals have been changed. This letter explains the changes and how they
might affect you.
What are the new eligibility criteria?
Children are entitled to receive free school meals if they or their parents or guardians receive any of the benefits
below:
• Universal Credit, provided they have an annual net earned income not exceeding £7,400 (£616.67 per month)
• Income Support
• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance
• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance
• Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999
• The guarantee element of Pension Credit
• Child Tax Credit, provided they are not also entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an annual gross income of
no more than £16,190, as assessed by HMRC
• Working Tax Credit run-on – paid for 4 weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax Credit
I am currently claiming free school meals – what does this mean for me?
Most people will not be affected by the new criteria. If you are currently claiming free school meals, but don’t
meet the new criteria, your child will continue to receive free school meals until the end of the Universal Credit
rollout period. This will apply even if your earnings rise above the new threshold or if you stop being entitled to
Universal Credit. The rollout period is currently scheduled to end in March 2022.
Once Universal Credit is fully rolled out, your child will keep their free school meal until the end of their current
phase of education, ie primary or secondary.
How do I register?
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You only need to register once online at Staffordshire County Council.
To register, please go to: https://staffordshire.gov.uk/education
More information
For further information please visit the free school meal website https://www.gov.uk/apply-freeschool-meals
For more information about pupil premium go to our website, which contains details of how the pupil premium
has been spent in the past academic year and how it will be spent this year.

Yours sincerely,

Mr Hutchinson
Principal
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